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MALC Plaintiffs’ Joint Motion for Preliminary Injunction

Exhibit L

Chris Lisinski, The Trump administrated suggested Mass. Is gerrymandered. Is
that true?, WBUR, (Sep. 2, 2025),
https://www.wbur.org/news/2025/09/02/massachusetts-trump-gerrymander-
texas-california-democrats.
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The Trump administration suggested
Mass. is gerrymandered. Is that true?
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The Trumyp administratin

1 has ealled out Massachusetts amid a brulsing

nationat fight about redistricting, but one of the lawmakers responsible for the

congressiznal maps here argued the all-Democra delegation s a result of the
way voters are distributed, not partisan gesrvmandering.

Sen, Willians Brownsherger, who co-led the effort to reshape the Bay Stae's
poditical boundaries following the 2020 Census, said s "not possible to draw 2
distries in Massachusetts that would favor a Republican.

“They're distributed evendy, so they're a minority all over the state,” he said of
vorers who would back Republicans. "There are some iowns that are more
heavily Republican, There are some parts of the stae thar are red, hut not
enoush 10 put fogether a conwressional district in which Republicans will bea
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"They're distributed evendy, so they're a minority all over the state,” he said of
voiers who would back Republivans. “There are somme towns that are more
heavily Republican, There are some parts of the state that are red, but not
enough o put together a congressional district inwhich Republicans will be g
majority.”

TS Just not & thing. You can't da it here In Massachusents,” the Belmont
Democrat added. “And by the way, ne Republican ever approached us and
asked us to attempt 1o do that”

While pressing Republicans to redraw maps In their favor elsewhere, President
Trump has sought to portray Massachusetis as a gerrvmandered state,

suggesting a disconnect between his performance in the presidential election
and Democrats’ nine-for-nine performance in congressional distriees,

"in Massachusetts, 1got, 1 think, 419 of the vote, a very blue state, and yet
[Democrats] got 180% of Congress,” Trump, who received 36% of the vote here
in 2024, sald i an nterview on ONBC on Ang. 3. "One hundred percent 1 2ot

B¢

4, 419 or something, and yet 100% of Congress {n Massachusets? No, it
sheouddn's be that way. I should have, we should have g couple of Congress
people but we have none.”

Vice President D Vanee echoed g similar point o an inrerview with NBE News
that aired Sunday, pointing to “Massachusetts, where 32% of residents of
Massachusetts voted for Republicans, [but there arel zero Republican federal
representatives.”

‘Al we're daolng, frankly, is trying to make the sitaation a littde bit more firon a
national scale,” Yanee said. “The Democrats have gerrvimandered their states
really aggressively, We think there arve opportanities to push back against that,
That's really all we aye doing.”

The maps in Massachuseits drew litte opposition from Republicans on
partisan grounds before Trumup pulled the Bay State into the fray,

in 2021, when a Democrat-led panel unvelled the latest proposals, 23 of 29
Massachusetts House Republicans aad twe of three Senate Republicans v

o

oy of the congressional map. GOP Gov, Charlie Baker then signed it

The points of contention at the time were more about which conupunities
shoubd f2llinto which disiricts, notwhether one party would be favored. A
heared battle erupsed over the decigion to keep South Coast citdes Fall River
and New Bediord sphit betsveen two different districts,
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i faver of the congressional wap. GOP Gov, Charlie Baker then siyned it s
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The points of contention at the time were more about which communisl

shoubd fall into whish disariors, norwhether one party would be favored. A
hieated Battle erupted over the decision to keep South Coast cities Fall River
and New Bediord split between wwo different districts,

A dozen Senate Demosrats ultimately voted no - a larger percentage of the
majority caucus than the share of House Republicans who opposed the
redistricting plan.

Yotrers iy exactly one year nught get a chanee to cast ballots for the state’s nine

Congressional races, if lawmakers embrace Gov. Maura Healey's proposal 1o
schedule the statewide primary for Sept. 1, 2026,

Massachusetfs has not elected & Republican to the U.S. House since 1994,
when Peter Blute won the Third Congressional District and Peter Torkildsen
won the Sixth Congressional District. They have, however, supported several
Republicans for statewide office, including a sting of governors and U8, Sen,
SCott Browi.

2024 presidential result by Mass. congressional district
m_fwsﬁ:& {pet puints)
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15y 26024, Tromp won about 36% of the vote across Massachusetts, but did not
secure a majority of votes in a single couniy.

Brownsberger said he's "kind of amused” by the attacks Massachusetts now
faces from national Republicaas over its congressional map.

He pointed to a study published in the Eleetion Law Journal in 2019 in whieh
researchers suggested that the decadesdong history of Massachusetts picking
only Democrats for U8, House seats “is not attributable 1o gerrvmandering,
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He pointed to g study publiched in the Election Law Journal in 2019 in which
researchers suggested that the decades-dong histary of Massachusetts picking
only Democrats for U.8, House seats “is not attributable to gerrymandering,
ner o the fallore of Republicens to fleld House candidates, but is a stroctural
mathematical feature of the actual distribution of votes.”

“Several of these elections have a remnarkable property in their vote patterns:
Repubiican votes clear 30%, but are distributed so uniformiy that they ave
locked cut of the passibility of representation,” authors wrote, "Though there
are more ways of building avelid diswicting plan than there are particles in the

galasy, every single one of them would produce a 9-0 Democratic delegation.”

The New York Times's Upshot aisp g st the alb-Demoerat delegation in
Massachusests to "the geegraphic distribution” of voters,

NYT reporters found that "it's not impossible to draw a Republican district”
here, "but (U's aot ¢asy.” They crafted a sample Republican distrier, whivh
snzked from northwest of Worcester down along the Connecticut and Rhode
Island borders before ballooning w encompass parts of Bristol and Plymouth
counties.

However, the Times reported that "the typieal standards for nonpartisan
redistricting — and the reles of many states — would argue against the
creation of this Tramp distrien”

" vou teok any person in Massachusetts and formed a district around the
786,008 people who Hved closest to that person, every one of those districss
wonld have voted for Kamala Harrig,” the Times's Nate Cohn and Eve
Washington wrote.

Some of the Bay State's existing congressional districts might cateh theeye as
having 20 odd shape, especially the Fourth Distrier, which stretches from
Roston suburbs all the way down acriss Rhuade Island border communities to
Fall River,

grawnsberger said the maps "have a long history behingd them,” fncludding o
practios of trying not to “seramble” districts.

“you don't just redray the map randomly every 10 years,” he said, "Respect for
existing boundaries s a consideration in the redistricting process.”

Cenversations abunt politics do take place during the process, Brownsberger
said sigting members of Congress “may have different preferences abous
atjustments they'd fike to see,” but that he does not remembey "any explicit
conversation frotn any of them aboue, T need to protect myself from a
Repubtican.”

Asked if the fast roand involved discussions abaut profecting incumbents from
primary chaliengers, Brownsberger replied, " wouddn'€ want 1o try to recall
exactly what those conversations were, and 1 think peosle would be fairly
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Repubiican.™

Asked if the fast round Iivolved discussions about protecting incumbents from
primary challengers, Brownsberger replied, "Twouldins want to trv to recall
exactly what those conversations were, and I think people wnuld be fairly
wbiique in what they said about that, but Pm sure that that's a consideration
for some members.”

Massachuseits has reliably picked Democrats for Congress for decades, but
most Bay Staters are not themselves registered Democrats, In 2024, nearly 65%
of regdstered voters had ne poitical parny afilingion. About 26% were
registered as Democrats and 8% as Republicans, aceording w the secrewary of
seate's nifice.

Redistrioring rypically happens across the country every 10 vears based on the
latest population count in the decennial US, Census,

Texas Republicans set off an intense conflagraton this sumimer by pursuing a
mid-decade chiange to the state's congressional maps, after weeks of political
soarring, Teas Gov Greg Abbort on Friday sioned new maps into faw that
would reportedly give the GOP five additional scats in the US, House heading
inte midterm elections — whea the president's party typicatly loses ground —
next year.

Thattipped aver clestoml dominces elsewhsre. In California, Democrat Gov.
Gavin Newsom proposed a round of redistricting that woultd flip five
congressional seats toward his party, effectively offsetting the changes in

Texas,

Related:
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